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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 27-53 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-26 of U.S. Patent No. 6386409. Although 
the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to eliminate the limitations with 
respect to the divider when they are not desired. 

2. Claims 27-29, 35-37, and 43-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sauders (1 155447). Sauders teaches a storage box having a base structure, a lid, a lid coupler 
connected to the lid and the base structure, a lid coupler including a lid latch and a lid actuator. 
The lid actuator including a hooking cam 1 1 to engage the lid latch 10 while the lid is in an open 
position such that the lid latch tracks along the hooking cam of the lid actuator such that the lid 
actuator is rotated the lid latch tracks along the hooking cam and the lid actuator is pulled down 
along the thickness of portion 14. 

Regarding claim 28, to the degree a vehicle is not claimed, the base can be configured to 
attach to a vehicle as claimed, and can be fit between sidewall of a truck bed. 

Regarding claim 29, portion 11 can be rotated 180 degrees as claimed. 

Regarding claim 35, the term "complete travel" does not impart any structure over the 
path 14 in Saunders. 

Regarding claim 43, Note that the recitation "first coupling position occurring when the 
lid is in an opened position" is broad. The first instant contact between the portion 1 1 and 10 
would meet this limitation. 
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3. Claims 30, 38, and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sauders in view of Brachhausen (62 13 1 8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to provide a hooking catch with notches (at i, j, k) to provide an alternative catch. 

It is noted that portion A can travel 180 degrees about b. 

4. Claims 27, 28, 30-31, 35-36, 38-39, 43-45, 49, and 53 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Howe (532067), or in the alternative, over Howe. Howe 
teaches a container having a storage box having a base structure, a lid, a lid coupler connected to 
the lid and the base structure, a lid coupler including a lid latch and a lid actuator. The lid 
actuator including a hooking cam at c2 to engage the lid latch c3 while the lid is in an open 
position such that the lid latch tracks along the hooking cam of the lid actuator such that the lid 
actuator is rotated the lid latch tracks along the hooking cam and the lid actuator is pulled down 
along the notch c2. It is noted that portion a can be considered as a lid. 

To the degree it is argued that the lid coupler is not in lid/base as set forth in the claim. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to reverse the parts to provide the 
desired place for attachment. Furthermore, to the degree it is argued that the two portions a and 
b are not pivotally connected. Official Notice that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide a hinge to provide a pivotal connection. 

5. Claims 27, 28, 30-32, 35-40, 43-45, 49-50, and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Wilkirson (2708302). Wilkirson teaches a container having a container 
having a storage box having a base structure, a lid, a lid coupler connected to the lid and the base 
structure, a lid coupler including a lid latch and a lid actuator. The lid actuator including a 
hooking cam at 50 to engage the lid latch 54 while the lid is in an open position such that the lid 
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latch tracks along the hooking cam of the lid actuator such that the lid actuator is rotated the lid 
latch tracks along the hooking cam and the lid actuator is pulled down along the curve 52 and 
into the notch c2. 

6. Claims 27-30, 35-39, 43-45, 46-48, and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Grove (460437). Grove teaches a container having a container having a storage 
box having a base structure, a lid, a lid coupler connected to the lid and the base structure, a lid 
coupler including a lid latch and a lid actuator. The lid actuator including a hooking cam at b3 to 
engage the lid latch B' while the lid is in an open position such that the lid latch tracks along the 
hooking cam of the lid actuator such that the lid actuator is rotated the lid latch tracks along the 
hooking cam and the lid actuator is pulled down along the curve and into the notch at B2. 

Regarding claim 29, the position of portion b5 is about 180 degrees as claimed. 

7. Claims 3 1 , and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Grove 
in view of Howe. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide two 
lid couplers in Grove as taught by Howe to provide added security. 

8. Claims 27-31, 34-39, 42-49, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cheney (5484092). Cheney teaches a container having a container having a 
storage box having a base structure, a lid, a lid coupler connected to the lid and the base 
structure, a lid coupler including a lid latch and a lid actuator. The lid actuator including a 
hooking cam at 146 to engage the lid latch 152 while the lid is in an open position such that the 
lid latch tracks along the hooking cam of the lid actuator such that the lid actuator is rotated the 
lid latch tracks along the hooking cam and the lid actuator is pulled down along the hook and 
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into the notch. It is noted that the term "notch" is broad. The notch is formed between the 
bending of the two angled portions in Cheney. 

9. Claims 33, 41 , and 51 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims and the double patenting 
rejection. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri M. Mai whose telephone number is (571)272-4541 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lee W Young can be reached on (571)272-4549. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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